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finer structure of wliich I liave been unable as yet to make 
out. I could find no trace of a hypodennis between the 
retinal cells and the cuticle. 

The eyes have completely lost all traces of a lens. Tlie 
chitin is thinned away over them, so much so that very 
minute eyes are little more than plugs of pigment in deep 
chitinous ])its (fig. 2). 

1 Iiave thought it advisable to ])ublisli tliesc notes in 
advance, as some time must still elapse before my work on 
the Galeodida3 is ready for publication. 


LXIT. — Description of a new Longicorn Beetle of the Genus 
fJiaxenes, which has been found injuring some imported 
Orchids. By 0. J. Gahan, 31. A. 

The genus DiaxeneSj Waterh., has up to the present included 
but a single described species, and with regard to the locality 
of that species nothing very definite was known. The one 
example of D. Taylori^ Waterh. (Ann. A 3Iag. Xat. Ilisr. 
ser. 5, vol. xiii. p. 128), which the British 3Iuseum contained 
was found in the Boyal Xursery, Chelsea, where it was 
gnawing off the stems of an orchid from 3Ianilla, of the genus 
Fhalcmopsis. Three additional examples are, I rind, contained 
in the Pascoe collection ; these are ticketed 3Iouhnein/’ 
tliough on what authority is not stated, and cannot now be 
ascertained. 31y reasons for giving Burma as the habitat of 
the new species are stated below. This new species has also, 
like its congener, exhibited a special taste for orchids, espe- 
cially those of the genus Dendrohium. 

Diaxenes dtndrobii^ sp. n. 

Portitcr pnnctatns; ]iuhe fnivo-hrunnea sat dense vestitus ; pro- 
Ihoracc elytriscjiic albescente liiicatis, lineis elvtroriim doi^salibus 
simiatis; scntello fusco, piiueta centrali et limbo oxlerno aibis ; 
anlcmiis gri'^eo-fulvis, articulis 4® ad 0""“ plus miuusve iufuscatis. 
Long. 10-10, liit. mm. 

llab. Burma. On species of Dendrohium. 

Strongly and ratlier closely punctured, with the punctures 
partly concealed by the close pubescence ; this is mostly of a 
fulvous brown or drab colour, but there are darker brown 
areas on some of tlie interspaces between the whitish lines ; 
the pronotuin bears three white lines, one median and one 
towards each side, the two latter converging anteriorly. Each 
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rlvtron lias aliout six lines of a sli^iitly yellowish tint, of 
which one lies alon^r the outer margin, the sceoiul sets out 
just below the slionlder and is continued in a nearly straight 
direction along the side of the elytron, the third j)roceeds 
from, the nj-iper ])art of the shoulder and j«uns tlic second a 
little before the apex; tlie next two lines arc dorsal in 
position, they are siihparallel to one 
another in the anterior fourth of the 
elytron, behind which they rather 
abruptly converge ; after again diver- 
ging slightly they eonverge to join 
one anotlier at about the beginning 
of the a|)ieal fourth, whence they are 
continued as a single line up to the 
outer angle of the oblique apical 
truncature; the sixth is a very short 
line passing baek from the base. In 
addition to these six linesan ashy-grey 
streak may be seen along the suture, 
with a rather faint and broken white line limiting it on the 
outer side. The body underneath has a drab pubescence, 
with dark brown areas. The pro- and incsosterna and the 
lower part of the sides of the prothorax arc almost black in 
colour. The legs and antennai arc covered wdth a nearly 
uniform drab-coloured pubescence ; but in some examples the 
intermediate joints of the antennae are more or less dark 
brown towards the tip. The front of the head is also in some 
examples of a dark brown or nearly black colour; but this is 
partly due to the rubbing away of the pubescence. 

Four examples of this species are now in the British 
JIuscum collection; they were all taken alive in England 
upon imported orchids. One was presented by the late 
31r. J. C. Bowring, who found it in his conservatory; two 
were sent by !Mr. MT^achlan, with the information that they 
were certainly imported with Dendrohium nohile and were 
])laying havoc with the leaves and pseudobulbs of some plants 
of this species; a fourth specimen, recently ])rescnted by 
Sir Archibald Ihichan-Hepburn, was found u[)on the flower 
of Dendrohium airoiyurjnireum. 

There arc examples also in the museum of the lion. Walter 
Bothschild at Tring ; these were likewise found on orchids of 
the species Dendrohium nohile^ which, Dr. Jordan informs 
me, were imported from Moulmein. The areas of known 
distribution of the two species of Dendrohium mentioned 
appear to overlap only in Burma ; so 1 tliink I am quite 
justiiied in assigning Burma as the habitat of the new species 
of Diaxenes. 



